
Let’s Celebrate the Gift of Freedom 

I am writing these thoughts shortly after our country celebrated Independence Day.  Freedom to worship 

and speak the “Good News” freely as Christians is a core tenet of our constitution. That freedom, unfortu-

nately, is often taken for granted. Many governments of the world suppress the freedom to worship and to 

speak out as followers of Christ.  

 

We must always remember that no one can take away our God-given freedoms – they are part of our heart, 

mind and soul. Many fearless Christians today are being persecuted and even martyred for their faith in 

Christ. Please pray for them.  

 

 As a Charis community, we are thankful for our freedom to go into Minnesota’s prisons and bring the love 

of Christ and his salvation message to our brothers and sisters. Pray for the chaplains who stand up every 

day for this freedom. Pray for those insiders who smile with great joy and say, “The truth will set you 

free.” That truth is Jesus Christ.  

 

We must not forget that God wants us to be free: free of sin, free of hate, free to work, free of fear, free of 

anxiety, free of repression, free to worship him and his only son Jesus Christ. And, most of all, free to 

speak and preach the Gospel message of Christ. Let’s celebrate the gift of God’s grace and this gift of   

freedom every day! 

 

Each year, July marks the beginning of a new year for the Charis board.  Our new servants for Christ on 

the board include Wyn Ray, Carol Anderson, Darlene Stensby and Barb Dickie. They, along with  current 

board members, are your representatives for Charis of Minnesota and everything that is done by the minis-

try. Visit the website at www.charismn.com for a complete list of board members and information on the 

ministry. 

 

Pray for us as we assemble as a new Charis board and work to carry out the Charis mission: “To present 

God’s reconciling love in Jesus Christ to inmates in Minnesota correctional institutions using a Cursillo-

type method.” Pray that our freedom to preach the Gospel in Minnesota’s correctional institutions will con-

tinue and that we will be led into those institutions where the Holy Spirit wants that message to be heard. 

 

We give thanks to God for the service of the following retiring board members. Bob Olson just completed 

six years on the board and served humbly as president for the last four years. His leadership and service to 

Charis have been exceptional. Maret Ryan has served for six years and has been outstanding as secretary 

and chair of our Manual Committee. Her leadership on the board and commitment to delivering up-to-date 

materials and manuals has been exemplary. Sharon Callister has left the board due to her husband’s serious 

health issues. She chaired our Spiritual Director Committee and helped organize that critical link in Charis. 

Please keep Bob, Maret, Sharon and their families in your prayers. 
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Elections for the Charis Board of Directors were conducted at the June meeting. Charis Board members 

serve for a term of three years, and if re-elected may serve two consecutive terms. 

New Members:   Continuing Board members: Elected as officers: 

Carol Anderson   Terry Christian   Steve Ricker, President 

Rev. Darlene Stensby  Becky Yonts    Cliff Johnson, Vice President  

Barb Dickie    Janet Leck    Shirley Boeser, Secretary 

Wyn Ray    Maria Thoelke    Bill Corrigan, Treasurer 

     Edy Barber 

     Jim Arend 

     Gail Weems 

 

The Charis Board is more than just a few people coming together once per month to meet and exchange ideas. The 

Board is a group of 15 dedicated individuals who love the Charis ministry, believe God has called them to serve in the 

prison and who are committed to seeing the Charis ministry thrive and grow. They know that the mission of Charis 

can only happen through intentional purpose and planning.  

 

Here are some of the things that happen at the Board level: 

Visioning: members spend time at each meeting and at  annual retreats trying to discern God’s will for the Charis 

ministry and implementing strategies that keep the ministry following God’s path. Remaining true to the mission 

statement allows the ministry to stay focused. 

Weekend Preparation: Providing supplies and materials for the weekend doesn’t happen on its own, but through the 

dedicated efforts of Board members who ensure that manuals are provided, team teachings and training materials are 

developed and that the practical supplies needed for the weekend are purchased, gathered and ready. 

Relationship with the prisons: We want to be the best volunteers possible in the Department of Corrections and   

Bureau of Prisons, which means the Board must expend a lot of effort communicating with the institutions and the 

volunteers. The training we provide each team is a vital part of maintaining a quality relationship with the prisons. 

Communication: The Olive Branch and website are the main avenues of communication to our volunteers. We also 

try to link with other outside resources in the Cursillo communities through intentional effort on our part. 

Recruiting: New volunteers are vital to the health and longevity of the Charis ministry. As always a personal          

invitation from Charis volunteers is our best resource in recruiting new volunteers.  

Policies and procedures: Developing consistent practices helps us maintain uniformity within our weekends. These 

common practices help us present a united front as Christian volunteers and allow us to focus on what brings us      

together as followers of Christ and not what divides us. 

There’s much work for all to do, but there’s also much reward.  

“Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for men …                                              

It is the Lord Christ you are serving.” Colossians 3:23-24 
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New Board Members and Officers Elected 

What does the Charis Board Do?                               By Maret Ryan 

Thank you for serving! 
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Carol Anderson 

Background: Lives in Lakeville, married to Perry, five children; members of  Celebration 

Assemblies of God in Lakeville; graduate of Rasmussen College. Participated in 12 short-

term mission trips around the world. Served on Charis weekends in MCF-Shakopee and 

FMC-Rochester. 25+ year career as executive assistant and HR services. Enjoys spending 

time with family, reading, traveling, gardening, watching NASCAR and the Minnesota 

Vikings. 

 

Gifts for board: “I promise I will bring a deep love for my best friend and Heavenly Father: God; a servant's 

heart where there is no job that is too small or too big that God does not call and equip us to do; the gift of 

administration which God has naturally blessed me with; the gift of evangelism where we are to testify to 

others what Christ has done for us and bring others into His Kingdom; extreme organization that I have 

learned throughout my personal and professional life; and an eye for attention to detail.” 

 

Barbara Dickie 

Background: Lives in St. Paul, married to Tim, three grown children, four grandchildren. 

Registered nurse with master’s degree in health administration. Works as executive direc-

tor of non-profit ministry. Served on 12 Via de Cristo and 12 Charis teams. Worships at 

Hosanna! in Lakeville. 

 

Gifts for board: “I have the gift of leadership. I have a great deal of experience serving the 

underprivileged. I am an organized person and can work well independently and on a 

team. I can also be flexible but understand when the rules cannot be ignored.” 

 

Wyn Ray 

Raised on farm in Windom, MN; lives in Minnetonka; married to Sonja (Sunny); four chil-

dren; worked in real estate for 30 years; graduate of Mankato State University; rides Harley 

motorcycle. 

 

Gifts for board: “I bring the spiritual gifts of faith, intercession, leadership and administra-

tion.” 

 

Darlene Stensby 

Background: Grew up in Minneapolis; graduated from Gustavus Adolphus and Luther Semi-

nary. Minister at Colonial Church of Edina and House of Hope Presbyterian in St. Paul;   

married to Ken for 46 years; parents of grown daughters and five grandchildren. Served on 

Charis teams at MCF-Shakopee for 25 years. 

 

Gifts for board: “As a Presbyterian pastor I have spent years serving on the committees and 

boards which oversee the many facets of the work of the parish. I work well with others in 

this way, listening carefully to what others have to say, articulating my own views, and seek-

ing prayerfully to encourage all to work toward the common good. Throughout my      

    ministry I have loved small group work and interaction with others. Such groups were the  

    foundation of my ministry.” 

Meet the New Board Members 
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Unlike many of you, I have only been involved in the Charis ministry for a few years, but like you, my life has been 

forever changed through my encounters with those incarcerated.  I remember, after the first weekend that I served 

on, going home and calling my parents and thanking them for the life that they gave me growing up.  I don’t        

remember a time that I didn’t feel  valued or appreciated.   

So when I was asked to lead Charis #35, God led me to Isaiah 43:1: 

“Fear not for I have redeemed you.  I have called you by name, you are mine.” 

My prayer for the women that the Lord led to the weekend was that they would know, despite their circumstances, 

that they have a Father that loves and values them and has already redeemed them by His sacrifice on the cross.  We 

emphasized His love for them by naming their tables words that God calls His people:  “Blessed, Chosen, Treas-

ured, Beloved, Redeemed and Holy.” Can we ever hear too many times about how great and infinite is the love that 

our Father lavishes on us?  

Our team was a reflection of Christ’s love by living out the Charis principle of “Listen, listen, love, love.” They 

were Jesus with skin on to the women at Shakopee.  What a privilege it is to carry on the Lord’s work to those that 

He loves!  

T O  A P P L Y  F O R  T E A M  M E M B E R S H I P  G O  T O  T H E  C H A R I S  
W E B S I T E ,  W W W . C H A R I S M N . C O M ,  A N D  C L I C K  O N  T H E  

L I N K  F O R  A P P L I C A T I O N .  

MCF Shakopee-Charis #35: Linda Shirley, Lay Director 


